he two-part book of Kings can be confusing. First, there's one nation to keep track of, then
two, then one again. In all, 39 rulers are profiled. Little wonder it takes a Blblical scholar to
keep all the details straight. -
The following list of 38 kings and one queen should help clarify the history of Israel in the
North and Judah in the South. As you come across the name of a ruler in one of the history
" books or in a book of the prophets, simply refer to the capsule description below for a brief sum-

mary of life during the time of that ruler or prophet.
In all, the kingdoms of Israel and Judah were united for 120 years and divided for Just over

200 years. Then Israel disappeared and Judah lasted alone another 135 years. After that, no _
independent Jewish nation existed until the 20th century. 4
The timeline on the bottom of pages 1351~1357 places the major prophets In the appropri-
ate time period, along with the rulers of their era. Prophets whose names appear in gray boxes
- spoke to Israel; those listed against a blue background spoke to Judah. (Dating of some rulers Is
inexact because of overlapplng reigns)

UNITED KINGDOM

- {isplinter natlons were stif adjustlng 0 eadt’
~-other's independence: Abijah offered-no. :
- improvement on his: father ’Rehoboa

N 1

"7,"-131—141)




1350

A LINEUP OF RULERS

- into'a Kind of wildfire revival. He d
- then cults out of the land—even removing h

" “-her idolatry. Asa also welcomed to Judah mar.
- . “refugees from israél. Late In his reign he badc¢
- . ~slid and got bogged down in foreign wars, .-
" making an alliance with neighboring Aram t=:
: ,,hold israel.at bay. (1- Kings 15,9-24 2 Chrom- '

ASA 41 Years -
- Asa and his son Jehoshaphat were the oniy =
kings mentioned In 1 Kings who did ‘what w2z
right In the sight of the Lord.” Second Chror- .

cles gives a much fuller account of Asa’s 41
_years. He, began rellgious reforms. that tumec

~own grandmotheér as queen mother because




ALINEUP OFRULERS = 1351

VU5 n.c

= |PROPHETS

. Judah enjoyed the rare blessing of two goo’dv
- kings back to back. Jehoshaphat continued the -
. spirit of Asa’s rule, and found ways to further it.

- marriage and mllltary alliance. (1

ASA (conminuen)

JEHDSHAPHAT 25 Years

"He sent out princes to teach from the Book of
* the Law in-the cities of Judah and _stabllshed
_courts of justice throughout the country. With-a
large army and well-fortified cities, he attained -

- alevel of peace and prospertty rare in Judah's.

: history His one serlous mistake was in Ilnklng

Klngs
22 41-50 2 Chronicles 17—20) e

AHAZIAH JORAM

—

950 B.C.

A

JEHOSHAPHAT
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A LINEUP OF RULERS

‘ JORAM (connuum)’w i

Improvement.over his fath

nother (Ahab and Jezebel), Joram ultimately ™
lled to:do, right. He modified-some of the: - ;-
g Baal, and at tlmes hada respectfu

_

- jdaughter of Israel’'s Ahab and Jezebel. She -
- promptly led him into Baal worship. ‘Efijah, . -
- -who mostly’ prophesied to Israel, sent Judah's
- king Jehoram a letter predicting the severe ;
*- powel disease that would lead to his death.-
- Second Chronicles reports that “he- departed
-with noone’s: regreL (2 Klngs 816-24 e
- ~2 Chronicles 21) : ‘

“n effectAhazrah served as a mere puppet rep-
. ‘resentative of the notorlous queen Athaliah,
" _daughter of Ahab and Jezebel. He fell victim -
" to the bloody purge
‘ {2 Chronicles 221-9) RS

.‘fﬂ,Athanan Athalian, the oniy w

JEHORAM -8 Years -

E ‘After 60 {good years under Asa and -
- Jehoshaphat; Judah experienced a terﬂble
- regression under Jehoram. He began by kllling

his brothers and then mamying Athaliah, -

AHAZ'AH ] Year

of Jehu (2 Klngs 8. 25-29 :

-;'f 'ismp and evilé videnﬂally howéve{ ne. -
- heir escaped her reach The. young Jo_ash

WO klngdoms,

JOMSH doVears

- JEHU

JEHORAM

AHAZIAH  ATHALIAH

JOASH
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. He swept into ‘power at the crest of arevolt
" _against his wicked grandmother Athaliah. -
-.And as long as Joash followed the advice " -
~of Jeholada the priest, he did well. Most ...~ - -
. nictably; he organized massive projects o .-

- repair the temple. After Jeholada died, how-".
* ever, Joash:allowed Idolatry to prosper once
' more. He strayed so far from the ideals of his. -
. youth that he ordered the prophet Zechariah
" to be stoned—the same Zechiariah whose -~ -
_“father, Jeholada, had saved his life. Punish- -
" ment came swiftly, at the hands of a plunder-.

““ing army. Finally, Joash's own servants . -
- turmed against him and avenged Zechz
"t"mu‘_rder‘:.&a,iﬂﬁgs‘-lz,l Chronicles 24)

! Amaziah ‘did -

-*-second Kings concludes that

. what was right in the sight of the Loro, yet nat :
like his-ancestor David.” Yet th

~“there. Flush with military success,

- ~afoolhardy campaign against |
_trouncing that resulted discredite
ship; and he spent-his last 12 years
‘(2 Kings 14.1-22; 2 Chronicles 25).

~ AIARIAH 52Years .

" Called Uziah in Chronicles, this king relgned

'some 50 years, the longest of Judah’s kings. .
- As a young man, he took advice froma ol
- prophet named Zechariah. He built up'the -
- army of Judah and worked on its agriculture -
"and water supplies. Until-Azariah, Judah had. - -
~ been a struggling kingdom, with enemy fortifi-
© cations just five miles from Jerusalem. Under.. -
" him, the nation achieved true strength. Even .
50, Azariah gets a short review in the Bible . - -
 because of his spiritual fallings. He did not
* remove the high places, and he violated the
Law of Moses by taking on the work of priests
 himself, (2 Kings 15.1-17; 2 Chyonicles 26).

JEHU JEHOAHAZ JEHOASH JEROBOAM I}
ELISHA continveny = = | - JONAH .-

8208.c.
750 8.C. .

JOASH v L AMAZIAH "~ AZARIAH
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“ASSYRIAN INVASION

MENAHEM

- pursue religious reforms as ful
: have (2 Kings 15 32 38 2 Chromdes 27)

Fﬂ_

AZARIAH (conmiuen)

JOTHAM 16 Years o

- 'After serving as Azarlah s proxy king for 15
- -years (while Azariah was quarantined with lep-
- rosy), Jotham took over and-continued the
: practrces of his father. He expanded Judah's™

did not .

ecoriomic and military strength, :
lly as he should '

i
AHAZ"' : 16 Years

s At the very moment Ahaz was being crowned
- -armles from: the North léd by King Pekah -
~ of Israel were
ignored the prophet Isalah’s advice to put! h{s ‘
_trust in God rather than military alliances. -
- Tumning to the mighty empire of Assyria, he
* purchased aid with treasures from the temple :
" and the king’s palace. The strategy worked
.- temporarily: Israel's armies withdrew to -
" defend themseélves. But Ahaz opened the -

irching into .ludah Ahaz

doors for later Assyrian invasions of Judah

" itself. Worse, he made copies of foreign gods :
. and set them up In Jerusalem. Under him, reli-
- gion in Judah took a precipitous. drop He .

went so far as to sacrifice his sons In the ﬁre, -

- following the detestable ways of foreign
: nations (2 Kings 16; 2 Chronicles 28)

PEKAHIAH PEKAH

Lo

HOSHEA

IS4MII

750 ..

.MIﬁH

JOTHAM

AHAZ
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ASSYRIAN INVASION

ONLY JUDAH SURVIVES

~ HEIEKIAH 29 Years .
King Hezekiah gets full treatment in both
Kings and Chronicles. The first book stresses
the political side of his reign while the second .

 reports on his religious reforms. Both were

‘impressive; Hezekiah was one of the best and.
‘most important kings of Judah. He immedi-.
ately stopped idolatry by reopening and P
cleansing the temple and calling fora period -
of national repentance. He resurrected the =

_ passover celebration, and worship in Israel -
reached a peak that had not been seen since
the time of David and Solomon. In all this, he-

fistened carefully to advice from the prophet -
Isalah. Yet Hezekiah hardly lived in a peaceful
era. He faced imminent danger from Assytia:
‘and barely survived an invasion and’siege. - -

- God honored his faithfulness with a miracu-

_lous military intervention. In anunprece-

"dented act, he also added 15 yearsto. .
Hezekiah's life. (2 Kings. 18—20; 2 Chronicles -
290-32; Isaiah 36-39) - . e

‘Whatever good Hezekiah had accomplished in
his exemplary reign, his son Manasseh undid -

in 55 years of the worst rule in Judah’s history.

He reversed Hezekiah's reforms, bringing in all
forms of idolatry, including the occult and- -
witchcraft. He killed off prophets, erected idols
in God's temple, and sacrificed his own sons -
on the altar of a heathen god. The Assyrian - :
empire took Manasseh prisoner, {eading him - -
away with a hook through his nose. Later he
repented, but great damage had been done. .

- After Manasseh, God pronounced a final judg-
ment on the future of Judah. (2 Kings 211-18;:

~ 2 Chronicles 331200 .

SISAIAH (tqmmufw L | §
N MIGH covmmien) |

HEZEKIAH MANASSEH
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- ‘or political stre
2 Chronlcles

- .owqu |

AMON 2 Years -

- Amon merely continued the practlces of his
~ father. He died at the hands of his servants. | _

(2 Kings 2119-26; 2 Chronicles 33.21-25)
| =
JOSlAH 31 Years

. ,Judah s sllde to destruction was interrupted
by the amazing rule of its all-time best kmg
~ Josiah came to the throne at age eight, but
recelved- good ‘coinsel from the high prlests
~-In 31 years he carried out the most extenslve
-~ religious reforms Judah had ever seen. He
--removed and destroyed the altars, idols, and
symbols ‘of ungodly. worshlp from the temple,
- and destroyed pagan centers, throughout | the
~1and. In a.thrilling sequence of events,he . -
* -oversaw the rediscovery.of the. Law of. Moses‘, .
~.and acted lmmediately on what It taught. 0.
= Kking equals Joslah for-hls. sincere and devc t-
- practices; He even. extended his reforms Into
- the.de mated. Tegions of Israel lri; ‘

Josiah_had a time of military peac e for -

. ;duﬂng his reign the Assyrian empire was.
_disintegratingBut he unwisely thrust hlmself
* into international politlcs by marching’ agalnst
. Egypt. (The prophet Jeremiah had urged
~ agalnst the Egyptian- .campaign) Judah would
" never recover from this fatal mistake, for -
,_.‘,'.losiah died sudd

ly in battle. His death -

it After Joslah’s death, Egypt
‘a-puppet king, and no onie after hlm

y to rally Judah’s religious =
, gtl;) (2 Kings 22.1-23.30;

A : N
.IEHDAHAZ 3 Months

- The third son of Josiah-lasted only three :

- 'months before belng sacked by a pharaoh -
" and carried off In chains (2 Kings 2330-34

‘ _2 Chronlcles 36 1-4) ,

o[ AN [ J
L w1 meax |
AMON i '

"~ JEHOAHAZ
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_
- JEHOIAKIM ~ T1Years ~
‘Installed by an Egyptian pharaoh, Jeholakim -

found himself trapped when Egyptwas = .
"' defeated by a surging Babylon. He quickly -
shifted allegiance to Nebuchadnezzar of Baby- -

- lon. One of Judah's worst kings, he stubbornly -

- -trled to have the prophet Jeremiahputto ~= .. *
" death. (Numerous passages in Jeremiah's book -
make plain his scorn for Jeholakim) Finally, -

. after an Tll-advised revott against Nebuchad- -~

- nezzar, Jeholakim was captured and killed. - - -
(2 Kings 23.36-24.6; 2 Chronicles 36.5-8) .. -
" JEHOIACHIN 3 Months - -

- The struggles with Babylon were the "World -

. War II” in Israel’s history (see Introduction-to -

.2 Kings). After holding out for three months - -

- against Nebuchadnezzar's armies, Jeholachin .

. -surrendered, and was carried away with- - o
“many other captives, including the prophet.. -
‘Ezekiel. He lived In a Babylonlan prison for

* 40 years. (2 Kings 24.6-17; 25.27-30; -~ ..

~ 2 Chronicles 36.8-10). - .. .
~_ IEDEKIAH TiYears .. -

~ Zedekiah ruled over Judah during the fast 11" -

years of its existence as an Independent state. -
- Aweak king he took bad advice from princes

- and advisers and often made unwise decisions. -

* He'ignored Jeremiah’s advice to remain loyal -

to Babylon and joined an alliance against that -

- empire. As a result, Nebuchadnezzar laid slege -

" o Jerusalem for almost two years, bringing the -

city to the verge of starvation. At last the Baby-

lonlans made a breach In the wall and overran- .

the city. They bumed Solomon’s temple, the .-

- king's palace, and other bulldings, and - = - .
“destroyed the walls around Jerusalem. Finally, -

they took everything of value from the temple. -

The city was utterly looted. (2 Kings 2417— -
25.7; 2 Chronicles 26.11-20) ST AT

BABYLONIAN INVASION B

Zechariah, Haggai, and Malachi
prophesied later, to the Jewish refugees
who had returned from Babylon.

586 8.c. BABYLONIAN INVASION
o . DANIFL
é][kmull o |
l .

5258.c

-  EHEKIEL |
JEHOIAKIM ZEDEKIAH
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a deeper, more spiritual meaning. Thus
the description of love between a man
. and a woman has been interpreted to

refer to the love of God for Israel, oxjto ’

' theloveofChnstforluschurch

ISAIAH Thebookoﬂsmahfallsmto
three divisions. The first unit, chapters
1-39, is made up of prophecies from
Isaiah, a prophet who was active in Ju-
dah from about 742 t0 701 B.C., a period
when the growing Assyrian Empire
was moving westward. In722B.c., Sar-
gon, the As ered the
Northern Kingdom, Is srael. Judah,
though forced to pay- tribute, retained
its national identity. However, there
was tremendous pressure ‘on the

Southern. om to take sides in the
power stru between Assyria .and
Egypt.

Isaiah, a man of some standmg in
Jerusalem, tly warned that Ju-
earinly power. od world protect he
e . w protect the
.peoplz Eothey trusted God alone. -

The second division of the book,
_chapters 40-55, comes from a different
author many years later, about 540 B.C.
Itconmnssermonstothemlesml}ab-
ylon. The anonymous prophet is
known as Second, or Deutero, Isaiah.

The changed historical situation
Is:gnnes through these mefzrsages ﬁ
g captive in Babylon for more
half a cg:lvnry the Jews were looking
with fascination at the rise of a new
conquerer, C the Persian. He had
\év:n conatrl::‘ll of lands on three sides of

lon was apparenﬂyprepanng

tolgove in for the kill

In all this, the of the’exile
saw the hand of
. of freedom for his
among the most beauhful in Scnpture
nngdo%tthemesmomfort , hope, com-
ing deliverance, and redemption. They
are filled with assurances of Yahweh's
love for the Hebrew people.

They also point to a new role for
them, that of servant. Four poems in

ogemngadoor»

show God's will that the pec-

particular

ple, through patience, suffering, and
spreading - their knowledge of Ged,
should be:God'’s light to the nations.

- The last in this series, Isaiah 52:13— .

53:12, is the famous Suffering Servant
passage. The Christian church has al-
ways understood the suffering :of

'Chnstonthecrossasthesupremeex—.

ample of the creative suffering :de-
scribed in Isaiah 52-53. -

The last division, chapters 56—66
which may or may not have come from

Deutero-Isaiah, reflects a still later-his--

torical situation. Leaders from the exile
have returned to Jerusalem. -Former
glorious hopes have faded, and the
prophet tries to.inspire the comm
to serve God fa1thfully He looks ahead
to a new deliverance, a mighty action
of Yahweh that will make Jerusalem the
‘eenter of a-world. converted
to.serving/God. This kind of prophetic

dream, not ‘based upon historical -
events then in progress, is known as

apocalyptic.

Many passages in lsalah are faxmhar
because of their use in music.and from
frequent (120 times) quomhons in the
New Teshme.nt

JEREHIAH : ]eremnah hved about

" 100 years after Isaiah, during the reli-

gious reforms begun by King Josiah.
He criticized -the shallowness of these

- reforms,. and. a5 he ‘warned,

they
tly did not :last. Jeremiah’s
Potachin preaching seemed to be ineffective too,
emuk;x;gcutup his book of prophecies.
was putinto prison as a traitor
and contradicted by false prophets.
Those who respected him either had
little-influence or were afrald to '.follow
his advice.

Perhapspartlybecause ofthelackof
response to-his message, added to the
fact that he had to talk so much about
coming punishment, Jeremiah is
known as the weeping;prophet. He of-
ten expressed his mis;
and this is recorded in the book. But

gs to God,.

R —
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. these moments of doubt were between
himself and God alone. When he faced
the people he:showed’ great- aourage
and .carried out his task:faithhilly, as
he condemned the sins-of the people
and the nation. > -

-Tradition, in keeping with ‘its ten-
dencytoasslgn anonymous writings to
well-known : persons, ascribes these
psalms of lament toJeremiah. But Lam-

" entations may be the work of more than

]erenuahhadas&ong posuwemes- ;

sage as well. His purpose in-warning
‘about coming punishment was always
to'-cause people to repent:so God
wouldn’t- have to carry out the judg-
- ment. Andheheld:out hope fora better
day to.come. Jéremiah promised a re-
turn of the Jews from exile in70 years.
He also saw, far-in the future, a “day
of the Lord” when all evil would ‘be
overcome. Then God would establish
a new covenant with the people, based
on the forgiveness «of their.sin, and
everyone would know and obey God

(Jer. 31:31-34).
presentbook of]eremmh

We owe the:
to his. faithful scribe Baruch -who:pre-
" served many of the prophet’s sermons
and meditafions, adding to them-bio-
graph1ca1 matenal of his own. -

LAMENTATIONS : The year 587 B.C.
brought -disaster-on-Judah. Jerusalem
was sacked and burned. The temple
. was destroyed. Five hundred years of
rule by thé Davidic d ended.
Babylonian guards herded many of the
people into-exile. .

. Lamentations- consxsts of ﬁve poems
lamentmg or expressing -SOIrow:over
the fall of Jerusalem. The poems give
a vivid ‘description of the destrucuon
of the city and with greatfeehn
the sufferings and anguish of
ple. Yet the tone is neither bltter nor
self-righteous. God was righteous ‘in
bringing .this judgment, the writer
says. He confesses his nation’s sin.and
calls on the peopleto répent: .

‘And. beyond pumshmenty -what?
God does not afflict human- beings
willingly or without a se.. Lam-
entations voices; the:faith that God will

forgive and restore the covenant rela-
rinnchin with the rFhnean nennle Terael

- EZEKIEL"

one author, reflecting on the tragedy
thatfell'upm‘]erusalem

Ezekiel
preachedto the Jewish people during
the-first part of their-exle. in Babylon.
He was among the thousands of Jews
who_were. deported . from Jerusalem
when the Babylgnians. defeated:fudah
in 597 B.C. His'message, at least to be-
gin with, was not-one. to .comfort.the
exilés. Even.the tragedy-of. their: exile
had not brought them back to faith in
God. They felt surethey:
be .returmned to-Jerusalem;: :whether er
not they turned to God. -
~ Ezekieltold them. their: exile -would
lasta’long -time, -and: that Jerusalemi
would be destroyed. In part, Ezekiel's
message ‘was an-éxplanation: of why
God had allowed his-people:to be con-
quered:-He pointed -out:that-God had
~withheld punishment the
peaple deserved. They had finally been
destroyed because they were. gu:lty of
all kindsof sin.--. -

.‘Later, Ezekiel meouraged the exles

tolook forward to a time of restoration.
Wheén some, believing they were help-

. lessly:suffering for the sins of their an:

cestors, ‘became:discouraged;. Ezekiel
preached the doctrine of individual re-

sponsibility. Ged would deal with them
on-the:basis of their own actions. and

not:on-the basis: af what thexr ancestors .

did.

-A-long sectwn, chapters 25-32, con-
tains prophecies.:against- the nations:
The:judgment -on-his ows people will

be .followed by a reckoning with -the

- world powers. Justice-will be done be-

cause God:s both]ust and ruler-of the
earth....
The concludmg sectlon, chapters 33-

48, is Ezekiel’s vision of:the:future with
Cnd.in Fll camtral Cad uidll give hic

a pnest, .

.would-:soon -
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people a.change of heart so that they
. will abide in holiness. And God will set
them on a cleansed land, in a new com-
munity centered around.-the teniple,
rather than the royal palace. B
" The book of Ezekiel is full of unusual
and often puzzling elements: visions,
allegories, parables, erbs. His lan-
ge is similar to that of the Revela-
tion of John. His messages are also very
gimilar to these of Jeremiah, who prob-
* ably had an influence on Ezekiel: In the
face of impending judgment,
prophets hold -out the possibility. of
hope because of the mercy of God. -

DANIEL  After the death of Alex-

ander ‘the Great in 323 B.C., the Jews
~ came under the:political control ‘of his
successors. Conditions were tolerable
until one of the Syrian -rulers, Anti-
- ochus IV, decided to stamp out Judaism
in his-tiny subject state of Judah.-He
underestimated the stubbom faith of

the worshipers of Yahweh. Many died |

rather than deny their religion: A re-
bellion started that incredibly succeed-
ed in winning independence. -~ "

The account-of this story in.1.and2
Maccabees (part of the Old Testament
Ap ha) helps us to understand the
_ book of Daniel, which was most likely
written .about. 167 B.C., when' the per-
secution was the hottest. The writer-of
Daniel:chose the exile as the setting for
the book; because setting the charac-
ters amidst the events of the day 1pay
have caused instant censorship: The
author’s-intention was toencourageé
other Jews fo resist' Antiochus 6 ‘the
death.”God, he said in the latter part
of his book, would defeat the:foe and
give victory fo'the people. . w.' =

The first six chapters include stories
about how Yahweh yescued faithful
Jews from the fiery furnace:and. from
the jaws of the lions. The pointof these
stories is that the heroes stood up faith-
fully for their religion in the ‘face of
death. By the power of God they came
thenuah Gn vt the writer imolies:

‘may trust in ourGod God, not our
_ will have the last-word.

i . .
~Using the literary
in chapters

form of the vision,
7-11 the writer reviews the

history of the four great empires that.

had tuled over the Jews since the.de-
dine of the kingdom after Josiah. iHe
uses animal symbolism: 4 lion for Bab-
ylon, abear for the Medes, and aleop-
homs-and ;great iron teeth and bronze
claws stood for the Greeks (7:1-8). - -

- In Daniel ¥1:31 and 12:11, mention
is made of the “abomination that des-

olates.” This is an indirect reference to '

the desecration of the temple in Jeru-
galem by Antiochus, an act remem-
bered with horror ever since. It is'de-
scribed in 1 Maccabees 1:54. <. == * °

- We cannot interpret all the symbols
in Daniel, but when he writes of the
history close to tiis own'time his clues

The author did not look to'the zeal-
ous Jews who fought with the sword
to-save his people. He relied on the
supreme’power. of ‘God. ‘Unlike Shad-
rach, Meshach, and Abednego,” who
walked away from the superheated fur-
nace unsi , there were many-who
author believed:that God would bring
thesé faithful enes to-life.again (12:2):
This-is. the first clear statement: of the
resurrection hope in the Old Testa-
ment,: il it T h L, T T

HOSEA.: - "Fhe boek of Hos Josea-is the

first - of ;the . Book -of :the: Twelve, :also

kniown as the:Minor:Prophets: Hosea
lived. iri the ; prospera iod when
Jeroboam’ II ruled the Northern King;
domi: of -Israel ‘around- 750 ‘B.C. ‘Hosea
knew: only-tbo:well the moral and re-
ligious” sickness of his people. Many

A.broken home and an unfaithfil
wife are the basis for the message of
Hosea. Hoseawas told to marry a prés-
titute: After a time she left him. Later
he found her in a‘slave market, bought




her, and brought her back to live with
him as-his wife. This, Hosea said, was
similar to the relationship between the
Israelites and God.
ted spiritual adultery. They had broken
their covenant with God and had been
unfaithful to the One who loved them.
It was not just a matter of wrong deeds
and broken laws; more serious was
their indifference to God’s great love.
Yet in the face of this rejection by the
people, God continued to love them
and was willing to take them back, as
Hosea had taken back his wife.

JOEL Little is known of the proph-
et Joel, except that he was the son of

Pethuel (1:1). He probably prophesied -

to the people of Judah sometime after
the return from exile in Babylon (3rd-
4th centuries B.C.). Joel has also been
associated with the temple in Jerusalem
and because of this has been called a
“cultic prophet.” ,

" The occasion for Joel's message was
a plague of locusts, described in chap-

ters 1 and 2. Joel implied that this had

come upon the people because of their
sins. But he was more -concerned to
interpret it as a preview of greater de-
struction to come. This would take
place in the Day of the Lord, a time of
judgment that was close at-hand and
that would also be fulfilled to a greater
extent in the distant future. o
Yet Joel pointed out that this day of
judgment could also be a day of sal-
vation for some, because’
cious and merciful, slow to anger, and
abounding in steadfast love” (2:13). He
repeatedly called on the to re-
pent and return to the Lord. If they did
this, he promised, would be
saved. His prophecy that God would
pour his spirit on all flesh {2:28) was
;-ulﬁged on the Day of Pentecost (Acts
:16ff.). - -

AMOS
Hosea, was a shepherd who made a

had commit-

is “gra-

Amos,acdn{emapomryo'f

trees. This unprophet, as he called him-.
self, was inspired to speak the word of
the Lord so forcefully that a modern -
reader can still feel the impact. The
book of Amos es for us some
of his sermons and a brief account of

" aconfrontation he had with the priest

Amaziah. ,
Periodically Amos traveled from his
hometown, Tekoa in Judah, to market
cities in the Northern Kingdom. There
he observed the evils that still plague
urban centers today: degrading pov-
erty, corruption of justice, i
of the lower classes by the rich, i
without regard for cost and at the ex-
pense of honesty and integrity. . -
Outwardly, religion was flourishing,
The royal sanctuary at Bethel enjoyed
an abundant share of the expanding
economy. Sacrifices were regular and
generous. S 3
Amos, however, measured Israel by
the rightness of her deeds, as shown
in the whole life of the people, rather
than by attention to God in the sanc-
tuary. His indictments of the specific
gins ofparﬁnﬂaro?oups of people re-
mains today one of the mostimpressive
statements of the justice of God. He
condemned empty worship practices.
and proclaimed that true faith. was
more than participation in religious rit-
uals. He , in a key passage, “Let
justice roll down like waters, and righ-
teousness like an everflowing, stream”
 The heast of his expres presse
of his message e ses
ﬂl_egefofGodoverthe;iop /8-sin,
and he appeals to them to “see the Lord
and live.” The warnings of Amos ap-
parently went unheeded, as the day of
tllzs Lord’s judgment did come (6:11-
After the heavy note of judgment
throughout the book, Amos closes with
an.unexpected message of (9:11-
15). The Day of the Lord will be a time
of restoration as well as of punishment,
it\(i’will finally bring the kind of world




prophet Nahum (the name means

~ first of all to Judah and Jerusalem, then

“comfort”) predicted the event in some

of the most striking poetry in the Old
Testament. Cha 2 and 3 brilliantly

describe the attack and defense.of the
city. The closing lines-are like a tri-
umphant shout: “All who hear the

news about you:clap their hands over
you. For'who has ever escaped your .

endless cruelty?” (3:19).-
" .. Only the relatively short -oracle -on
Nineveh remains out of all that Nahum

to-the surrounding nations. It was.a
punishment, especially on Judah;. for
the sin of idolatry, which had resulted
incorrupt officials and faithless people.
But it was.also’ punishinent for an at-

- titude of total indifference toward God.:

prophesied. Though its single-minded

attention to the wrath.of God is un-
derstandable, it should be balanced

with the broader view of Jonah that

God loved even Nineveh.

HABAKKUK  The theme of Habak-
kuk is similar to that of the bookof Job.
The prophet complained that God was
allowing wickedness to triumph. God
replied that he was-doing something
about it by “rousing the Chaldeans” to
bring punishment on the sins of Judah.
cAotut{tat, I*Iabakkuktl'l wondered o how God

d permit the Jews to bé ished
by the people of the nation of Chaldea,
for they were.even more wicked. God

‘In thé midst of these predictions
came an appeal+to seek the Lord. Zeph-
aniah did not feel that the judgment
could be avoided, but someindividuals
might be save ke of the Day
of the £ty of pun-
ishment, but also. as a time when God

would carry out good intentions for .

ople. Zephaniah prophesied during
the reign of King Josiah (640-609 B.C.),
probably before the king’s religious re-

forms. - - st

' HAGGAI ~Haggai"s aim was to

asked him to be patient. Eventually all

the wicked would be dealt with; onl
the righteous would live—by: fai
(2:4). This thought is picked up and
given deeper meaning by Paul (Rom.
1:17). L L
'Habakkuk 1:2—2:5 is.a dialog be-
tween the prophet and God; next, 2:6-
20 consists of five prophetic woe ora-
cles; and chapter 3 is more like a psalm
in the form of a prayer, which may have
been used as li in worship.” - *
- Little is known about Habakkuk, but

" lie probably lived about the same time

- as Jeremiah and prophesied sometime

just before 600 B.C.., when the Chal-

deans were coming to power.

ZEPHANIAH  Zephaniah is a voice'

of judgment. The book’s opening state-
ment threatened destruction on the en-

arouse the
at Jerusalem. The incidents related:in
the book took place in 520 B.C., after
the Jews had retamed to their homes
from exile in Babylon. They had begun
rebuilding the temple; ‘but stopped ‘af-
ter laying a foundation. For about 16
years nothing more was done. Then
Haggai ‘and Zechariah began to urge
leaders of the Judean community to fin-
ish-the job. o

Haggai’s messages deal with:com-

mon excuses: the time isn’t right; this

isn’t the way it used to be; we don't.

see enough results; there’s too much
opposition. He criticized the‘people for
building luxurious homes for-them-

selves while.God’s house lay.in ruins, .

He said the famine was-the result of
their selfish neglect of God’s cause. The
people began-building, but easily gave

up and had to beurged on again. How-

ever, largely asa result of Haggai’s mes-

sage, the'temple was completed in'four
yeam. e ; S i

'ZECHARIAH.  The -prophecies of
‘Zechariah likely date from two periods

in Israel’s history. The first eight' chap-

people to rebuild the temple .




“allel Haggai’s concerns about a rebuilt -

. temple and .a call for the people to a
pure faith in God. This message is re-
vealed in a series of visions that were

apparently meant-to assure the people .

t God was protecting them. The
nations threatening Judah would be
scattered, he said, and Jerusalem’s fu-
ture would be greater than its past.

- The second major sectionrof the book
(chaps. 9-14) is thought to.contain pro-
phetic material from alater ; iod,
probably Greek (9:13). The sym| lism,
imagery, -and allusions in this section
are hard to identify and seem to point
to a period in the future when God’s
messiah will again rule. For this reason
they are often called apocalyptic.. -
- Certain®passages are-of special -in-
terest to Christians, especially that of
the Good Shepherd (13:7-9). and the
king who was to come to Jerusalem rid-
ing on an ass (9:9), both of which found
their fulfiflment in Jesus ‘Christ in-the
New Testament (see Matt. 21:5; 26:31).

MALACHI  Although Malachi
stands at the end of the.Old Testament
in our Bible, it was not the last book to
be written. Its 11 short oracles:fall-be-
tween the completion: of the second
~ temple, 516 B.c., and-Nehemiah's first
visit to Jerusalem, #458B.C. - - "+ -
Judah had settled into a dull twilight
of apathy. Its glories Jay in the ‘past,
and -there was no stirring of hope for
the future. Yahweh seemed to have left
the people to their own business.
. Malachi picks up:the comp

laints of
his day:'Does God love us? What use
aré religious .céremonies? ‘What's'so
wrong about divorce? Does God really
putiish the wicked?: :- ..~ ot
For Malachi; fidelity to the Lord’s
covenant and its teachings were-of key
importance. That'’s why he stressed

pure. worship, marrying only ‘those.

within the Jewish community of faith,
and. the blessings of obedience. @ * " *

AMalachi nranhocied a final ar es-

Yahweh would . uphold those of his

people who were faithful and destroy

the wicked. - -
MATTHEW  Because it connects
hecies from .the Old Testament
with their fulfillment in the ministry of
Jesus, Matthew apptopriately - comes
first in the New Testament. Sixteen:of
the more than 60 Old Testament ref-
erences quoted in Matthew concern

 specific prophecies. fulfilled by Jesus,

The purpose of the book, which seems
to be written mainly for Jewish readers;
is to show that Jesus is the Messiah or

Savior whom God had long.before -

promised : to send. . Jewish readers
would be-interested not only-in such
0Old Testament:prophecies, ‘but.also.in
the legal -descent. of- anyone “who
claimed to be the Christ. This' genieol-
ogy isgiven in the-opening:chapter....

Although he presentettjesus.as Mes-
siah of the Jews, Matthew:hiad a broad-

- er vision that is reflected in his second

chapter, where he tells the story of the
wise men-of the'East who X;y' homage
to the child of Bethiehem. And he ends

- his book with the command, “Go there-

fore and‘ make disciples of ‘all
nations -, . .” (28{19).... - . i

- The bookof Matthew basically -fol-
lows-the:chronological series of events
as given in‘the:Gospel of 'Mark. - Major
divisions of the:book come at 4:17 and
at 16:21. The first four and a‘half chap-
ters tell of Christ’s preparation for-his
ministry. The middle section deals es-
pecially - with his’ teachings, and-from
16:21 to-the end is~concerned with his
sufferings.and death. The anonymous
writer, “writing  between A.D. 80-99;
prob:?g used Mark and ‘other writtent
and sources to construct this'gos-
pel. The title ing Matthew's riame

‘probably.came at a later time.

Matthew - ts Jesus ‘as .ai'greaf
teacher and likes te :quote ‘him- at

lerﬂ;th Speeches mark the beginning
and end- of his ministrv, ‘Christ’s say-




