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Prologue:
Who’s Afraid of Henry George?

Fred Harrison

wrete 2 pamphlet in the early 1870s had, 15 years later, become
threat to the power elites throughout the world. His crime was

- toinflame the masses with the idea that social justice was a real possibility

i this world, not just the hereafter.

Henry George had to be stopped, because he did more than develop his
vision into a coherent political philosophy: he also expressed the ideain a
Ianpuage that could be understood by the millions of people who read his
book, Progress and Poverty (1879).

Henry George had to be stopped, because he turned political: he took his
message to London and Dublin, where he gave direction to the discontent
among the workers who had been denied a fairer share of the benefits of
mdustrial society. And then, his gravest mistake - he started to fight

- electionsin New York with a manifesto based on the reform oftaxation and

Emdpolicy. This manifesto, if embodied in the law of the land, would have

i destroyed the privileges of those people who had become accustomed to
. Hving off the labour of others, '

So he was stopped. _

How do you stop what had become a global movernent, in which Henry
George’s book had become the best-selling text on econontics ever to be
peblished? The way in which Henry George was nentralised is uncovered
. by Mason Gaffney in what will now be seen as one of the most heinous
- cpisodes in the history of the development of scientific knowledge. Those

. H:nry George had to be stopped. The American journalist who
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