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Limits to Growth: 1972 'Collapse’ Prediction Still on Track
- Common Dreams staff
A renowned Australian research sclentist has expressed concern over a possible "global economic

collapse” that may occur in 2030 if humans fail to check expansion and preserve the world's already
diminishing resources.

Physicist Graham Turner says the 1972 MIT study --"The Limits to Growth" -- ¢claiming the world could
suffer from a "global economic collapse" and "precipitous population decline" i people continue to
consume the world's resources at the current pace is still on track, nearly 40 years after it was first
produced.

The new issue of Smithsonian Magazine writes that Australian physicist Graham Turner, who works at the
CSIRO Sustainable Ecosystems, says "the world is on track for disaster" and that current research from
Turner coincides with the 1972 MIT study.

"The business-as-usual scenario estimated that if human beings continued to consume more than nature
was capable of providing, global economic collapse and precipitous population decline could occur by
2030."

The study created a computing medel to forecast different scenarios based on the current models of
population growth and global resource consumption. The study also took into account different levels of
agricultural productivity, birth control and environmental protection efforts. Over twelve million copies of
the 1972 report were sold and distributed in at least 37 different languages.

Turner says that perhaps the most startling find from his current research is that the real world data since
1972 were nearly identical to those predicted in similar computer models used 40-years ago as the basis
for "The Limits to Growth."

“There is a very clear warning bell being rung here," Turner said. "We are not on a sustainable trajectory.”
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The Smithsonian Magazine reports:
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Looking Back on the Limits of Growth

Recent research supports the conclusions of a controversial environmental study released 40 years ago:
The world is on track for disaster. So says Australian physicist Graham Turner, who revisited perhaps the

most groundbreaking academic work of the 1970s, The Limits to Growth.

“There is a very clear warning bell being rung here. We are not on a sustainabie trajectory."Written by MIT
researchers for an international think tank, the Glub of Rome, the study used computers to model several
possible future scenarios. The business-as-usual scenario estimated that if human beings continued to
consume more than nature was capable of providing, global economic collapse and precipitous population
decline could ocecur by 2030.

However, the study also noted that uniimited economic growth was possible, if governments forged
policies and invested in technologies to regulate the expansion of humanity’s ecological footprint.
Prominent economists disagreed with the report’s methodolegy and conclusions. Yale’s Henry Wallich
opposed active intervention, declaring that limiting economic growth too soon would be “consigning
billions to permanent poverty.”

Turner compared real-world data from 1970 to 2000 with the business-as-usual scenario. He found the

predictions nearly matched the facts. “There is a very clear warning bell being rung here,” he says. “We are
not on a sustainable trajectory.”
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