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Intmduc‘tion.

The Death of Pmmer}zeus

Fhite Pine

N THE MoRNING of August 6; 1964, thirty-year-old Donald
] Currey was leading several men up a trail along Wheeler Peak, the

.® highest mountdin in Nevada. One of Currey’s companions wote
a U §. Forgst Service uniform, a second lugged a chainsaw, and a third car-
ried a camera to document the event that would follow: They hiked through
the thinning air for several hours; past clusters of pifion pines.and Utah juni-
pers. Eventually, the men reached the timberfine, a point 10,750 feet high

© on the mountain, where tall plants yielded to the onslaught of nature’s winds

and nothing survived beyond scrubby vegetation. There; on the environment’s
edge, Currey’s tearn ‘would encounter one of the world’s more remarkable
wrees, the bristlecone pine. And there, they would change five thousand years
of history.

‘The bristlecone pine is found only in the mountains of the southw&:stem

Dnited States at-altitudes that sustain few other life-forms. The mgged envi-
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